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FEANCIS CAMPBELL. 

BY CHAELES H. BROWNING. 

Francis Campbell was one of the many interesting pio- 
neers of the Cumberland Yalley of whom no sketch has 
been written. It is not known where he came from, nor is 
his parentage known/ Dr. Egle's " Campbell Pedigree," in 
his " Pennsylvania Genealogies," to the contrary notwith- 
standing.^ 

Mr. Campbell seems to have had a good education, to 
have been a man of culture and refinement, and certainly 
was a ready and forcible writer, judging from his letters to 
the Provincial Council. Primarily he was a merchant or 
general-store keeper, filled with honor several oflices of 
trust, and was highly respected by his neighbors. He was 
prominent in Presbyterian Church affairs of his neighbor- 
hood, for in May, 1765, "Francis Camble" (his will is 
signed " Fra. Campble") was one of the guarantors of the 
salary of the minister, Mr. Cooper, of the Middle Spring 

' Dr. Egle has stated that he was born in 1737. This date is certainly- 
incorrect, as " Francis Campble" was a taxable in 1750, and had before 
been a leader in the meetings called to protest against the removal of 
the county court-house from Shippensburg to Carlisle. Dr. Egle also 
places him as a son of John Campbell, an Episcopalian minister, who 
died at York, Penna., in 1764, son of John Campbell, who was buried 
in the Derry churchyard, "rf. 20 Feb. 1734, aged 79 years." The 
only P. E. minister named "John Campbell" who lived in York died 
in 1819, his son "Francis" was born in 1787, and this minister 
was, anyway, the son of the Francis of whom I write, and not his 
father. 

'■"'Joseph Cammil" was one of the unlicensed traders in Lancaster 
County, 10th August, 1748, and at this date received his license as Indian 
trader. {Penna. Arch., II. 14.) In September, 1754, "Joseph Campbell" 
was killed by an Indian named Israel, near Parnall's Knob, at the 
house of Anthony Tomson. He may have been the Indian trader. 
{Penna. Arch., II. 173, letter of George Croghan.) 
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Presbyterian Ohureli ; and two years subsequently lot ISTo. 
59, in Shippensburg, was conveyed in trvist to liim by Ed- 
ward Shippen, for a Presbyterian church, at the yearly 
rental of one penny sterling. In 1768 a log cabin was 
erected on this lot for the use of the Presbyterians, — the 
first " church" in the town. Previous to this the Presby- 
terians had worshipped at the Middle Spring Church, a log 
cabin erected in 1738 in Hopewell Township, adjoining 
Shippensburg, of which Francis Campbell was an elder. 
He had a farm of two hundred and seventy acres there, 
which he had purchased in June, 1753, from Samuel Cul- 
bertson, yeoman. In 1767/8 a tract of land in Hopewell 
Township, called Mount Hope, was sold by the State to 
Francis Campbell and others, trustees for the Middle Spring 
Presbyterian Church. This tract was patented in 1790 by 
these trustees, and in 1793 was deeded to the church at 
Middle Spring. 

In this connection the correspondence about Mr. Camp- 
bell between the Governors of Maryland and Pennsylvania 
is singular and interesting. In 1750 "Francis Campbell, 
of Shippensburg," was licensed to trade with the Indians, 
and in July, 1754, he was among the signers of a petition 
to Governor Hamilton about protection from the Indians ; 
yet in this year the Governor of Maryland suggested that 
Mr. Campbell was not to be trusted in intercourse with the 
Indians, as he was dangerous as a Roman Catholic. 

In 1754, December 27, Governor Sharpe, of Maryland, 
wrote to the Pennsylvania Governor: 

"As the conduct and behaviour of that Mr. Croghan . . . was 
represented to me in no favorable light, I cannot help taking the lib- 
erty to mention some things that have been said of him. ... It 
has been asserted that he is a Eoman Catholic, and that one Campbell, 
a person of the same persuation, generally resides at his house ; that 
several circumstances afford room to suspect that this Campbell paid a 
visit sometime since to the French fort, but, indeed, I should not have 
given much credit to such a story as this without it had been supported 
by stronger proofs than were offered to me had not the behaviour of Mr. 
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Croghan in opening a letter of the greatest importance . . . which 
was not directed to him . . . did not make me a little suspicious 
of his integrity and fidelity." 

This suggests tliat Mr. Campbell, being a Roman Catho- 
lic, was likely to sympathize with the French and Lidians, 
and not, therefore, tit for an Indian agency. In replying 
to the Maryland Governor's complaint, the Governor of 
Pennsylvania stated, January 7, 1754/5, that Mr. Croghan 
had never been deemed a Roman Catholic; but that he 
was educated in or came from Dublin, and " I observe 
what you say of William Croghan, ... at present I have 
no one to enquire of as to the truth of the particulars men- 
tioned in yours, . . . but Mr. Peters . . . informs me that 
there is one Francis Campbell, a store-keeper at Shippens- 
burg, who was bred for the church, as he has heard, among 
the Roman Catholics, but he has the character of an 
honest, inofteiisive man, and it is not likely that he either 
concerns himself with the French, or can be the person 
mentioned (by you) to reside at Auchquick." lie further 
said that he thought the " Campbell" alluded to by Gov- 
ernor Sharpe was " an old man, one of the lowest sort of 
Indian traders, who is often with the Indians, and has 
been mentioned under the name of Joseph Campbell, as 
a suspected person, for his leanings towards the French, 
by Mr. Croghan at a meeting of the Commissioners at 
CarHsle." ^ 

' In a memorial to Governor Shute, of Massachusetts Bay Colony, from 
the Scotch Presbyterians, residents in the north of Ireland, dated 26th 
March, 1718, they stated their inclination to remove themselves to New 
England, as colonists, on satisfactory terms. But they did not, and 
subsequently many of these memorialists — among them, George, James, 
and William Campbell — came to Penn's Colony, and took up land in 
that part of Chester County which in 1729 became Lancaster County. 
Families of the name of Campbell are found located, in early Colonial 
days, in the dozen counties erected out of the original Chester County. 
Of these early pioneers : 

1720. Patrick Campbell took up land in Conestoga or Donegal 
Township, and was connected with the Derry church, 1724 ; and, 1729, 
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Because of Mr. Peters's statement it lias always been 
supposed by liis descendants that Francis Campbell was 

on the erection of Lancaster County, was the first constable of Donegal 
Township and also its first assessor. He d. in 1735. 

1720. Samuel Campbell was a land-owner in the Scotch settlement 
in the northern part of New London Township. 

1720. John Campbell petitioned the Board of Property for a grant of 
one hundred acres in New Castle County. 

1724. Robert Campbell was one of the earliest members of the Derry 
church. In its graveyard is a stone to John Campbell, d. 20th February, 
1784, aged seventy-nine. He is supposed to have come over from Ire- 
land in 1 726, and is thought to have removed to Shippensburg ; and 
that Joseph and William Campbell, who bought lots Nos. 77 and 116 
there, were his brothers ; and two other brothers, Robert and Dugal, 
removed to Orange County, Va. ; and that of his childi'en, Alexander 
and James were warrantees for two hundred and three hundred acres in 
1733-37 in Derry Township, and Patrick, Robert, and David went to St. 
Mark's Parish, Orange County, Va., 1732-41, and subsequently Patrick 
settled in Augusta County, Va. The information, on traditions con- 
cerning the connection of the Virginia Campbells with those of early 
Pennsylvania, is vague. However, there is a sheriff's writ, dated 19th No- 
vember, 1746, for the arrest, for a debt of £14G, of "Andrew Campbell, late 
of your [Lancaster] County, yeoman, otherwise called Andrew Campbell 
of Orange County, in the Colony of Virginia, yeoman ;' ' and another writ, 
dated 5th November, 1758, to arrest .lohn Campbell, late of Lancaster 
County, yeoman, to answer Redman Conynghani, administrator of the 
estate of John Henderson, deceased ; and another, 4th May, 1759, to arrest 
James Campbell, yeoman, late of Lancaster County, for a debt. As 
these debtors departed for Virginia, these writs may be of genealogi- 
cal use. 

1734. Patrick Campbell, aged twenty, and John Campbell, aged 
twenty, came over in the ship "Hope," and took the oath of allegiance. 
Bernard Campbell also came in this ship from Rotterdam. 

1785. Warrant for land in Lancaster County issued to Andrew 
Campbell. He lived in Salsbury Township. Will proved Ist July, 1752. 

1736. Warrant for land in Lancaster County to John Campbell. 
He (/. intestate in Londonderry Township, 1775. 

1738. William Campbell was a warrantee for the land on which 
the Mercersburg Presbyterian church was built. 

1738. Warrant to William Campbell and John Biddle for a square 
of ground in Philadelphia. 

1737-9. David Campbell was a warrantee for four hundred acres in 
Derry Township. 
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originally a Roman Catholic, and because of the influence 
about him and for business reasons he became a Pres- 
byterian, but the Eoman Catholics of the Valley still 
cite him as always one of their faith. (See article on 
the Eoman Catholic Church at Carlisle, in the maga- 
zine of the Catholic Historical Society, Philadelphia.) 
Mr. Peters may have been misinformed, yet what he 
stated suggests that Mr. Campbell may have come to 
the Valley from the Roman Catholic congregation of 
Maryland. 

Surety the evidence in the Pennsylvania Archives is 
against " Mr. Francis Campbell" ever sympathizing with 
the Indians. Under date of 14th November, 1755, he wrote 
from Shippensburg a letter to the Governor, who laid it 
before the Provincial Council, as to the Indians in his 
neighborhood, and was in Captain Culbertson's rifle com- 
pany of Shippensburg men at the memorable engage- 
ment with the Indians at Sideling Hill, in April, 1756, and 
was wounded. Under date of 17th April, 1756, he sent 
the fullest descriptive report of this afiair to the Provincial 
Council, which Scott gives in full in his " History of Cum- 
berland County," p. 250. 

That he was a reliable trader with the Indians is also in 
evidence in the Pennsylvania Archives. At the Provincial 
Council meeting, 26th April, 1758, — " a recommendation by 
the Commissioners, under the Act for preventing abuses in 
the Indian trade, by John Carson," — it was recommended 
that Francis Campbell or Nathaniel Holland be agent at 
Fort Augusta (Sunbury), and to be commissioned accord- 
ingly. This was favorably considered, " and Francis Camp- 
bell is approved of and appointed to be Indian agent at 
Fort Augusta, and to be commissioned accordingly." But 
a Council minute, 5th June, 1758, says, Francis Campbell 
having declined to accept the commission, Mr. Holland 
was appointed. 

On 17th October, 1764, the Governor appointed Mr, 
Campbell a member of the Cumberland County Board of 
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Justices, and in 1769 he was reappointed. It is said that 
he was also the County Surveyor for several years. 

According to two deeds, in 1753 Mr. Campbell was 
both a storekeeper and an " inn-holder" in Shippensburg. 
On his decease he was succeeded in the store by his sons 
Ebenezer and Francis. Mr. Campbell was one of the earli- 
est land-property holders in and about Shippensburg, — 
holding town lots upon " permits" from Edward Shippen, 
the lord of the manor, for which, in 1763, he passed deeds 
to Mr. Campbell for town lots Nos. 3, 4, 12, 18, and 14, 
with the annual quit-rent clause. It is rather singular, but 
the usual records of such information reveal nothing of the 
movements or whereabouts or opinions or actions of Mr. 
Francis Campbell during the years of oitr struggle for in- 
dependence. Excepting that in October, 1775, he wrote to 
the Council from Shippensburg about local Indians, he is 
not heard of during these stirring times. But he had one 
son, Eobert, killed in 1779, and another, Francis, a private 
in Captain Wilson's company, Sixth Battalion Pennsylvania 
Line. Francis Campbell, Sr., made his will at Shippens- 
burg, 8th August, 1790, which was probated and recorded 
at Carlisle, 9th March, 1791. He bequeathed land in Ship- 
pensburg and in Hopewell Township, called " the Forest," 
and tracts near Fort Littleton and elsewhere, his wife 
Elizabeth to have legal share and to continue " her resi- 
dence in the mansion house on the Middle Sjsring jilanta- 
tion during her natural life or her second marriage," which 
shows Mr. Campbell to have been generous and unselfish 
with his wife, who was a young woman. This was his 
second wife. When or where he married either wife is 
unknown. 

By his first wife Mr. Campbell had two sons, John and 
Robert. 

1. Rev. John Campbell, D.D., b. 1752. He was educated 
at Princeton, ordained in England, and m. at Hartford, while 
rector of All Saints Church there, the mayor of the city's 
daughter, Catherine Cutler. On 6th July, 1784, he became 
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the rector of St. John's P. E. Church, at York, Penna. The 
York County Academy, at York, was built through his 
efforts, as he travelled over many States in 1785-87 solicit- 
ing contributions of money for this institution, ■which was 
attached to his church. In 1789 he removed to Carlisle, 
Penna., as rector of the P. E. Church; then the Academy 
at York began to fail, and in 1797 its property was surren- 
dered to the State, and 1st March, 1799, it was chai'tered 
and endowed, and one of its first trustees under the char- 
ter was James Campbell, lawyer, a son of Mr. Campbell, 
of Shippensburg. (See Glossbrenner's " History of York 
County.") 

Rev. John Campbell remained as rector at Carlisle till his 
decease, when he was interred in the Watts family burial- 
lot there, with the following inscription on his tombstone : 

" Sacred to the Memory of Rev. John Campbell, D.D., 
who departed this life May 16, 1819, in his 67th year; 
more than thirty years Pastor of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Carlisle." 

He was a very large man, " tall and portly, with a florid 
complexion. His discourses were well written and deliv- 
ered with power." 

2. Cajotam Robert Ca)npbell. He first enlisted as a private 
in the company of Captain Peebles, in Cumberland County, 
in 1776, and became third lieutenant in it. On April 8, 1777, 
he was commissioned first lieutenant in the Second Canadian 
Regiment, or " Congress's Own," Colonel Moses Hazen, 
and was in General Sullivan's Staten Island expedition, where 
he lost an arm and was taken prisoner, August 22, 1777, 
but rejoined his regiment on August 5, 1778, and on Janu- 
ary 1, 1779, was transferred to the Invalid Regiment at 
Philadelphia. He took an active part in trying to suppress 
the militia riots in Philadelphia, and, while defending his 
friend James "Wilson from a mob of soldiers that sur- 
rounded Wilson's residence at Third and Walnut Streets, 
he was killed, October 4, 1779. He had been married only 
a few days before. 
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Of the issue of Rev. Dr. Campbell : 

I. Elizabeth, m. June 26, 1817, Colonel Washington Lee, 
of Harrisburg, Penna., and Natchez, Miss., a son of Captain 
Andrew Lee, of the Continental army, and had : James, 
Parker, and Francis. 

II. Frances, m. James Armstrong, of Williamsport, 
Penna., and had William H. 

III. Jane, d. unm. 

IV. Francis Caldwell, lawyer, b. York, April 18, 1787, d. 
Williamsport, April 21, 1867; m.. May, 1816, Jane Hep- 
burn, 1795-1867. Issue (see Meginniss's " Historical Jour- 
nal," II. 250, and Meginniss's " Biographies"). 

V. Richard (?). 

Mr. Francis Campbell, Sr., of Shippensburg, m., sec- 
ondly, Elizabeth, daughter of John Parker, of Carlisle, 
1716-1785, by his wife Margaret McClure (see " Parker," 
in Dr. Egle's " Pennsylvania Genealogies"), and had by 
her: 

I. Francis, Jr., merchant, d. in 1808 at Shippensburg, 
intestate. He m. Sarah, who survived him, daughter of 
Stephen Duncan, of Carlisle, and had issue : Francis, d. 
umn. at Chillicothe, Ohio ; Daniel Duncan ; Elizabeth ; Mary 
Ann, m. at Harrisburg, 1816, Charles S. Carson; Ellen 
Duncan, m. William McClure; James Parker, b. 1806, d. 
Cincinnati, 1849, m. Harriet, daughter of Daniel Drake, 
M.D., of Cincinnati, and had Frank D., James P., and 
Nellie; Samuel Duncan, d. Chillicothe, Ohio. Issue: Mrs. 
Clark Story and Mrs. James Quinn, of Chillicothe. 

II. Ebenezer, merchant at Shippensburg, Strasburg, 
Washington, in Penna., and Portsmouth, Ohio. He m. 
Eleanor or Ellen, daughter of Captain Samuel McCune, 
farmer, of Hopewell Township, and had issue : Elizabeth, 
d. unm. ; Ellen, m. James H. Lea, Philadelphia ; and 3Iary 
Barr, m. Samuel Ogden, and had : George C, of Covington, 
Ky., and Mrs. Laura Louise Whaling, of Cincinnati. 

III. Nancy, m. Robert Tate. Issue. 

IV. James, lawyer, of York, Penna., and Natchez, Miss., 
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1807. He m. Cassandana, daughter of General Henry Miller, 
of the Pennsylvania Line, Continental army, and had : 
Sarah, d. unm. ; Henry McGonnell, d. unm. ; and Jidiana 
Watts, d. unm. 

V. Parker, a lawyer, of Washington, Penna., d. July 30, 
1824. He m. Elizabeth Calhoun, of Chambersburg, who d. 
at Natchez in 1846, and had: Nancy, m. Samuel Lyon; 
Elizabeth, m. (1) William Chambers, of Chambersburg, m. 
(2) John S. Brady, of Washington, Penna. ; Eleanor, m. John 
Ritchie; Francis, d. unm. 1844; John, d. unm.; Parker, of 
Eichmond, Va., 1815-1880. bsue. 

VI. Elizabeth, d. unm. after 1821. 
Vn. George, living 1790. 

These, his children, are all named in the will of " Francis 
Campble," the elder. 



